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Today’s weather 


Snow and 
bitterly cold. 
High: 26 
Low: 13 


wet 


Friday: Snow, 29 | 25 
Saturday: Snow, 32 | 20 


Weather report, A2 


Metro<State 


School board member 
urges redo of report cards 


State school board member 
Lisa Woods wants the state 
to re-examine and overhaul 
its report cards for schools 
and districts, calling them too 
complicated and not useful for 
schools or families. A4 


Blimp hangar: The home for 
Goodyear’s newest blimp, the 
Wingfoot Two, was inflated 
overnight in Southern 
California. A3 


Mattes out as CEO 
at Diebold Nixdorf 


Andy Mattes is stepping down 
as chief executive officer at 
Diebold Nixdorf as the comany 
announces global leadership 
changes. AG 


Nation &<World 


Justice Dept. official 
defends Mueller probe 


Deputy Attorney General 
Rod Rosenstein adamantly 
defends the character and 
impartiality of special counsel 
Robert Mueller and his Russia 
meddling probe. A8 


Forum 


Congrats to Bannon for 
losing Ala. seat for GOP 


Opinion: Steve Bannon helped 
accomplish something no one 
in a quarter-century has been 
able to do: get a Democrat 
elected in Alabama. A10 


Sports 


Browns’ new GM thinks 
Kizer will get better 


Browns GM John Dorsey says 
the Chiefs, his former team, 
had DeShone Kizer rated fourth 
among QBs in the draft, and be- 
lieves he will get better. B1 


Diversions 

‘Christmas Story’ musical 
actor ready to go live 

Chris Diamantopoulos, who 
plays the Old Man in Fox’s live 


musical version of “A Christmas 
Story,’ talks about the show. P1 
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to vote in cleveland. 
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Best Holiday Beer contest 
com’s Best Holiday 
brew in the poll at cleveland. 
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Congress 


Republicans have deal on tax cuts 


New agreement lowers rates for corporations, wealthy 


DAMIAN PALETTA 
AND ERICA WERNER 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — House 
and Senate Republican lead- 
ers have reached an agree- 
ment in principle that would 
lower the corporate tax rate 
to 21 percent beginning in 
2018, several people briefed 
on the plan said, a central 


component of the $1.5 tril- 
lion tax plan they hope to 
vote into law by next week. 

The agreement would 
also lower the top tax rate 
for families and individu- 
als from 39.6 percent to at 
least 37 percent, a change 
that would deliver a major 
tax cut for upper-income 
households. 

“We are so close right 


now,” President Donald 
Trump said at the White 
House. “So close.” 

Many of the tax cuts 
would go into effect in Jan- 
uary, and Trump said Amer- 
icans would start seeing an 
impact on their paychecks 
by February. 

GOP leaders did not re- 
veal all of the elements of 
their agreement, which 


would amount to a sweep- 
ing rewrite of the tax code. 
They were working to recon- 
cile differences between tax 
bills that passed the House 
and Senate in recent weeks. 
Most of the changes added 
to the bill in recent weeks 
would expand tax bene- 
fits for companies and the 
wealthy. 

Overall, the tax rewrite 


would impact virtually every 
American household and 
business because of how the 
plan lowers tax rates while 
putting new curbs on tax 
deductions that have been 
in place for decades. 

The agreement still must 
be approved by House and 
Senate lawmakers next 
week, but congressional 
leaders believe they have 
the votes to pass it into law. 
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Rock & Roll Hall of 


Fame | Class of 2018 


Bon Jovi, Moody Blues 
lead list of inductees 


e 


The Rock & Roll Hall of Fame Class of 2018, clockwise from upper right: Bon Jovi, Dire Straits, Sister 
Rosetta Tharpe, The Moody Blues, The Cars and Nina Simone. 


Commentary 


i The Inductees 


Some choices are a surprise, 
but voters got this class right- 


CHUCK YARBOROUGH 
cyarborough@ plaind.com 


ake that, Jann Wen- 
[e 
The Rolling Stone 
magazine publisher, who 
co-founded the Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame with the late 
Atlantic Records founder 
Ahmet Ertegun, has long 
been known as a foe of 
both prog rock and hair 
metal. 

He’ll tell you differently 
today, of course — “Why, 
I’ve always loved ‘em!” 
— but the inner-circle ru- 
mors are that Wenner’s 


opposition is what has 
kept the Moody Blues and 
Bon Jovi out of the Rock 
& Roll Hall of Fame since 
they became eligible in 
1989 and 2008, respec- 
tively. Shoot, the Mood- 
ies had never even made 
it onto the ballot until 
this go-round, and Jon 
and his pals only had one 
shot at it, in 2011, three 
years after they became 
eligible. 

Those two picks probably 
are the biggest mainstream 
surprises in the Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame Class of 2018 
announced Wednesday. Not 


because they don’t deserve 
enshrinement, but because 
of the uphill battle their 
fans fought for inclusion. 

The rest of the class fea- | 
tures The Cars, with the | 
late Ben Orr, who grew ; 
up in Parma and attended : 
Valley Forge High School, ; 
on bass and vocals; Dire 
Straits; Nina Simone; and : 
Sister Rosetta Tharpe. i 

Though it’s hardly the 
“sexiest” class in the 33 
years of inductions, it’s re- 
ally difficult to find fault in 
this class. 
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m Bon Jovi 

m The Cars 

m Dire Straits 

m The Moody Blues 
m Nina Simone 

a 


Sister Rosetta Tharpe 


| The Ceremony 


Saturday, April 14 
Public Auditorium, 
Cleveland 


© cleveland.com 


! mg Rock Hall voters say no to 


Radiohead, Rage Against the 
Machine, others. 


! m 100 biggest Rock Hall 
: snubs of all time. 


| m Listen to some of the 


inductees’ music. 


} cleveland.com/entertainment 


Panel: 
Tax help 
needed 
for RTA 


Modest increase 
recommended 


KAREN FARKAS 
kfarkas@cleveland.com 


A sales tax or property 
tax increase might be re- 
quired to keep the Greater 
Cleveland Regional Tran- 
sit Authority financially 
solvent and able to meet 
the needs of Cuyahoga 
County residents, an advi- 
sory panel reports. 

The report from the Re- 
gional Transportation Ad- 
visory Committee, a group 
of volunteers formed by 
County Council President 
Dan Brady, said increasing 
the local sales tax by one- 
tenth of 1 percent would 
generate about $20 million 
per year for RTA. 

Establishing a 1-mill 
property tax to support 
public transit also would 
generate enough money 
to offset the loss of tax 
revenue from Medicaid 
managed-care sales, the 
report says. 

Voter approval would be 
needed for either tax. 

RTA has a general fund 
budget in 2017 of $312 
million, of which $268 
million is spent on opera- 
tions and $44 is dedicated 
to capital improvements. 

RTAss 1 percent sales tax 
provides about 70 percent 
of revenue, totaling $219 
million in 2016. Fares 
provide 16 percent of rev- 
enue, and state and federal 
sources provide most of 
the remainder. 

The impact of the loss 
of tax revenue from Med- 
icaid managed-care sales 
will be approximately $20 
million per year. 

The state’s temporary 
sales tax replacement will 
fill most of this gap for a 
short time; however, this 
funding will run out in late 
2018 or early 2019, the re- 
port said. 
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GIVE CHRISTMAS JOY 
TO A FAMILY IN NEED 


For many, the holidays are a time 
of celebrations, traditions and joy. 


For many others who are 
struggling, it is a time of 


increased stress and depression. 


C8456960-01 


You can help those families 
in need by donating today. 


MI UII, = 


U UN 


6 


DONATE ONLINE AT 
SalvationArmyOhio.org 


OR CALL TODAY AT 
1-800-SAL-ARMY 


